





COLLECTED POEMS of JOHN WHEELWRIGHT 


A complete edition of Wheelwright’s poetry including Rock & Shell (1930), 
Mirrors of Venus (1938), and Political Self-Portrait (1940) as well as the 
previously unpublished collection Dusk to Dusk and miscellaneous “Addi- 
tional Poems.” Preface by the editor, Alvin H. Rosenfeld, memorial poem by 
Robert Fitzgerald, and an introductory essay by Austin Warren. $12.50 


Some Comments on Wheelwright (1897-1940) and His Work 


JOHN ASHBERY: “I have long felt that John Wheelwright was one of the 
greatest modern American poets. The long-awaited publication of his Col- 
lected Poems may well have consequences for American poetry similar to 
those which the discovery of Charles Ives had for our music.” 


HAROLD BLOOM: “The Collected Poems of John Wheelwright, beautifully 
edited and nobly produced, gives us at last the work of a wonderful and 
unique American poet... .” 


MALCOLM COWLEY: “I wish Jack were here to gloat over it. He is indeed 
the best of our undiscovered poets after Trumbull Stickney, and I hope this 
book will make his name and work familiar to many.” 


JOHN HOLLANDER: “John Wheelwright was an astonishing poet... . 
This volume restores a missing chapter to the history of our poetry. I have 
awaited it for a very long time.” 


HOWARD NEMEROYV: “It’s a book long overdue, but now it is finally here, 
what a fine book it is! And how good, too, to have the stubborn and living 
integrity of his voice among us once again; we need it.” 


NORMAN HOLMES PEARSON: “His Collected Poems are worth collecting; 
they are no heirlooms of sensibility.” 


KENNETH REXROTH: “Jack Wheelwright was one of the very best poets 
of his time and it is a literary event of the first order. .. .” 


M. L. ROSENTHAL: “Robert Fitzgerald’s beautiful, accurate introductory 
poem suggests perfectly the unique intelligence, integrity, and force of char- 
acter that make Wheelwright a continuing presence.” 


RICHARD WILBUR: “For too many readers of poetry John Wheelwright 
has existed only as a persistent rumor of past vitality, wit, and distinction; 
New Directions is to be thanked for bestowing, upon the witless present, 
this impeccable collected edition.” 
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